Odontogenic keratocysts: a study of 50 patients.
The odontogenic keratocyst (OKC) is a locally aggressive neoplasm with rates of recurrence reported as high as 60%. Correlation between histopathology and the likelihood of recurrence remains a subject of controversy. In this review of the authors' experience in treating 50 patients with OKC between 1977 and 1993, 58 specimens were studied to correlate the likelihood of recurrence with the presence of the following histologic features--parakeratosis, orthokeratosis, satellite cysts, epithelial rests, or epithelial proliferation. Orthokeratinized cysts were associated with a higher recurrence rate than in previously reported studies. Disruption of the epithelial lining in the resected specimen was found to be a primary determinant of recurrence.